MCR MINI-UPDATE   FEBRUARY 2011

Fellow Registrars,

Hello from MCR! Here are some updates for your consideration this month. As always, please share this with others on your staff as needed.

2010 Data Submission to MCR
Each hospital should expect to get an email from me in the coming weeks with instructions on starting to submit batches of 2010 cases to MCR. Impac and CNET users will go first, followed by ERS and Oncolog. We will stagger hospitals so as not to overload our systems here.  Each vendor has worked diligently with me through their test hospitals to work out bugs and devise a procedure specific to their software.

Edits Metafile 12D

MCR will not be requiring vendors to upgrade you to edits metafile 12D which was recently issued by NAACCR. Most of the edit changes involved fields which we do not require from you.  The one edit that we could have applied (solitary plasmacytoma to be coded to bone (C40-41) in 2010) would only affect a handful of cases per year here, so we will use QC measures by our staff rather than issue an edit to address it for now. Continue to run your cases through MO edit metafile 12C before submission.

Live Meeting

The first Live Meeting for electronic reporting hospitals was well received last week. Deb Smith did a great job.  Invitations will go out soon for the March 9 presentation on Using Excel Pivot Tables to Organize Data Reports. This will be a live demonstration session showing how advanced tools in Excel can make your annual report and data requests go faster. It is a repeat performance of the session I did at MoSTRA last fall. Handouts and resources for further education will be available to download.  The emailed invitations will include instructions for joining the meeting from your own desktop and phone. If you do not already have Microsoft Live Meeting on your computer, instructions are given on the invitation for download.  

Save the date - April 13 – Bec Francis will present on Class of Case. Let us know too when you think of topics you need to hear, and we will work them into our plan for the year.

New Data on MCR Website

We’ve updated the MCR website to include county level data for 2004-2008 for the top ten cancer sites.  There is a link on the web page to data selection criteria. http://mcr.umh.edu/mcr-county-level-data.html
Global Cancer Statistics
Check out the following website for an article discussing global cancer statistics and trends:  http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.3322/caac.20107/abstract.  The statistics that are cited are better explained in the source document at: http://globocan.iarc.fr/
2011 MCR Requirements

I am currently working to identify for software vendors the items that MCR will require on 2011 cases.  Our central registry governing body just released additional revisions to their requirements, which will require a second look by MCR.  A NAACCR edit metafile for those cases is expected out in the next few weeks and will serve as the basis for a new MCR edits metafile for 2011 cases. Changes will be less comprehensive than last year and we are making every effort to provide them in a timely manner. I will certainly let hospital registrars know of the changes as they are finalized and posted to the MCR website.

Collaborative Stage v2.03
Coding Instructions in the new Collaborative Stage have been improved with bold test headers to enable quicker navigation through the sections.  Site-specific factor explanations have been improved to help registrars understand how the factor is used in diagnosis or treatment planning.  The coding instructions include answers to many questions that had been asked in the past.  As before, the leadership team in your cancer program may be helpful in helping you learn if various tests are performed at your facility and if so where the data is to be found.  Documenting your findings in policies and procedures may give you a good reference for understanding in years to come, if or how specific items were collected at your facility.  You can find the CS v2.03 instructions (used for abstracting cases diagnosed in 2011) at:  http://www.cancerstaging.org/cstage/manuals/coding0203.html
CAP Protocols 

For those hospitals that are CoC approved, we understand that more than 50 CAP protocols have been revised and checklists will be available after 2/15/11 at: www.cap.org/CancerProtocols

NCCN on Facebook 
The National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) now has a Facebook page with patient information and a column written for caregivers. Find out more at their patient oriented website: http://nccn.com/
As I write, the weather has warmed, the snow is melting, and the first day of Spring is only a little more than a month away - hooray!   
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