MCR MINI-UPDATE   JANUARY 2010

Implementing CS and NAACCR 12 on 2010 cases

In my new role at MCR, I will be working on ways to serve our hospital registrars with feedback, news and information.   I am looking forward to this and welcome suggestions anytime on how we might continue to improve our service to you.  At the bottom of this email you will find a new feature “action items” to help you identify the “to do” list generated by the text.  We hope that you will find this helpful as we all try to keep a handle on what needs to be done in response to our ever changing profession!

Many of you received a memo recently from NCRA relative to the release of version 2 Collaborative Stage Data Collection System.  Check out the information at http://cancerstaging.org/cstage/index.html for a wealth of information, most of it technical at the moment.  According to a software vendor webinar we participated in last week, we can expect to see frequent user updates to this website as the implementation process unfolds.  Software vendors will be incorporating fields and edits (that are currently under construction) over the next few months, in anticipation of your needing to begin abstracting 2010 cases as late spring and early summer approaches.  MCR will be incorporating the changes during this time as well.  Registry Plus Online Help will be updated in late March. The CoC Inquiry and Response system will handle questions about the new rules with CSv2 expert input on answers.

Very Important! 

MCR asks that you complete and submit your 2009 cases before implementing your software conversion. We request that you do not abstract/code cases diagnosed 1/1/2010 and later until NAACCR 12 and CSv2 changes have been completed by your software vendor. MCR will also let you know when our conversions are complete - we will then be ready to accept 2010 case submissions.  MCR will be unable to accept 2010 cases in NAACCR 11. 

As in previous conversions with your vendor’s software, pre-2010 data items will be converted, and staging will be re-derived for cases diagnosed since 1/1/2004, but some fields may require your manual review or re-coding. Running all 2004-2009 cases through current CSv1 edits before the conversion will eliminate many problems.  If you wait until after the conversion to enter 2010 cases you should save yourself from such problems on those.   Those who practice concurrent abstracting may want to consider that abstracting 2010 cases in CSv1 now and then converting them to CSv2 will cause problems and require re-abstracting of those cases after the conversion (see the CS website above for details).  

Action items: 

·  Keep an eye open for registration materials for MCR/MoSTRA training workshops in March that will help you through this process!

· Check out the information at http://cancerstaging.org/cstage/index.html  (implementation guide section 12, and soon to come: user documentation and tools)

· Abstract and submit your 2009 cases to MCR before converting your software to CSv2 and NAACCR 12.

· Run your 2004-2009 cases through current CSv1 edits using your current software to be sure they are clean for conversion.

· Run NAACCR 12 edits on all converted cases and re-code any problem cases that are identified as a result of the conversion.  

· Don’t abstract/code 2010 diagnosis cases until conversion to CSv2 and NAACCR 12 is complete at your facility. 

· Wait to submit 2010 cases until MCR announces completion of its conversions.

We hope that by planning ahead together, we can eliminate some potential problems.  If you have particular questions, don’t hesitate to contact me to discuss your situation.   
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