MCR MINI-UPDATE   OCTOBER 2013

Fellow Registrars,

This month’s update has many items of interest; please share it with any colleagues who could benefit from it.   

If you have new abstractors at your facility, please seriously consider allowing them to attend our Fundamentals of Abstracting class to develop good habits early.   

Don’t miss the end of this update - there is a fun link to a cancer-related video game!

Case Submission

2011 cases were officially due to MCR by July 15, but there are a number of cases that we need which have not been submitted.   If your facility has cases that are ready to send to us, please do get them uploaded now so that we can process and consolidate them to meet our national deadlines for complete data.    As you finish additional cases in coming weeks regular uploads to us would be of great benefit!

Due Dates

Large hospitals (>500 cases/yr) are to report March cases by October 15 and smaller facilities (<300 cases /yr) report the 1st Quarter of 2013 by Oct. 15.   
Education

*To register for any of our educational opportunities, contact Shari Ackerman at ackermans@health.missouri.edu or 1-866-240-8809.*

NAACCR Webinars – Get 3 CEs By Viewing Recorded Webinars.  Request Access Now!  Check out our Education and Training page to find out how you can receive access to the recorded NAACCR Webinars.  

October 2013 – Collecting Cancer Data: Lip and Oral Cavity

Live Meetings - 

No Live Meeting for October. Hope to see you at the MoSTRA Annual Meeting!

Basic Cancer Registry Workshop

October 21-22 join us in Cottlesville (St. Peters), MO at St. Charles Community College. 

This is the perfect opportunity for anyone with an interest in cancer registry, Health Information students and for those just starting out in cancer registry field to learn about the overall field. This is a 2-day course which outlines staging formats, types of treatment (surgery, radiation & chemo), central registry background, ACoS requirements, case finding, follow-up, statistics, etc.    

Fundamentals of Abstracting Workshop

November 18-19 join us in Columbia, MO at the Missouri Cancer Registry and Research Center.  

The workshop will cover a complete review of the MCR-ARC Abstract Code Manual and will allow participants to practice abstracting.  This workshop is recommended for those new to abstracting and cancer registry and is also highly recommended for registrars who need to refresh their abstracting skills. We have limited spaces available so pre-registration is required.

Death Clearance
Death clearance activities are still in process and most hospitals have responded to inquiries, however; be sure to double check Web Plus for final clearance.  Some cases have been re-routed from one hospital to another after receipt of information indicating the second hospital may be a source of information.   If you have inquiries pending please provide the information as soon as possible.  We extend our thanks to all registrars who participated in this important endeavor.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated

Casefinding

See the Hospital section of the MCR web site for a link to the new SEER casefinding lists for the coming year.  An October 1, 2014 deadline is set nationally for hospital billers to implement ICD-10-CM codes.  Some hospitals may convert sooner.  

This means the 2014 SEER casefinding list (ICD-9-CM) will be applicable in Missouri for diagnoses 1/1/14 - 9/30/2014.  SEER says effective 10/1/13, but we wanted to give you more time to implement it!  I compared the ICD-9-CM list for 2014 to that from 2013 and there are changes.  The new list has a few added codes, but the comprehensive and supplemental lists are shorter overall. 

The casefinding list in ICD-10-CM format will be effective for cases diagnosed 10/1/14-9/30/15 (and can be used whenever your system is converted).  Your IT department may even appreciate seeing it in advance as they plan for and test their ICD-10-CM systems.  Regular annual updates for SEER ICD-10-CM casefinding lists will apparently start in Oct. 1 each year, rather than Jan. 1, from here on.  If you discover any errors with the SEER list, please submit them to Ask a SEER Registrar: http://www.seer.cancer.gov./registrars/contact.html.   

Change to MCR Manual

MCR had previously changed the instructions in our 2013 Abstract Code Manual for the field Reason for No Surgery to match a change made in FORDS 2013 for the coding of autopsy only cases.  But since CoC doesn’t require reporting of autopsy only cases, we are going back to asking you to code 9 in this field for autopsy only cases, as you have in the past.  These cases are Class of Case 38 and reportable to MCR.  Coding Reason for No Surgery as 9 will assure that you pass the NPCR edit titled Autopsy Only, RX (NPCR) in the MO metafile.    The instruction has been updated on page 65 of the MCR Abstract Code Manual and was posted 9/10/13 on the MCR website.

Abstracting Tip

Please be careful about what information you include in the abstract pertaining to patient and/or family history.  Do not record history of substance abuse (other than patient’s tobacco and alcohol use), and do not cite a patient or family history of irrelevant diagnoses such as mental illness.  Record only information relating to the case being abstracted to ensure you don’t inadvertently violate patient privacy guidelines when reporting cases.

Being Proactive

In healthcare systems responsible for the medical records or billing of absorbed smaller facilities, registrars should stay alert to the potential impact that such mergers/acquisitions will have on registries.  Please be proactive with your management by asking how cancer reporting will be assigned as a result of the acquisition.  Nancy Cole, MCR Operations Manager (573-884-2491) would like to work with you on decisions about which FIN number and software you might choose to use and is happy to answer other questions specific to your situation.  We want to work with you in an effort to get all cases reported. 

STANDARD-SETTER NEWS

New Look for AJCC Web Site

Check it out at: http://cancerstaging.org/Pages/default.aspx
“CDC Stacks” Public Health Publications 

CDC Stacks is a free digital repository of publications produced by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). CDC Stacks is composed of curated collections of peer reviewed articles, CDC guidelines and recommendations as well as other publications on a broad range of public health topics. CDC Stacks provides the ability to search the full text of all documents, browse journal articles by public health subject, and explore the curated collections of over 16,500 publications. Articles stored and shared through CDC Stacks help CDC to further its mission to save lives and protect the health of citizens of the U.S. and of international populations.  You can explore CDC stacks at http://stacks.cdc.gov.  Check back often for new articles. 

RESOURCES
Prostate Cancer World Congress consensus statements on prostate cancer screening

http://www.bjuinternational.com/bjui-blog/the-melbourne-consensus-statement-on-prostate-cancer-testing/
Lose a tattoo; gain a tumor (article and video)

http://www.everydayhealth.com/skin-and-beauty/0801/losing-a-tattoo-gaining-a-tumor.aspx?pos=1&&
Poor oral health a risk factor for HPV infection

http://www.skinandallergynews.com/single-view/poor-oral-health-a-risk-factor-in-oncogenic-hpv-infection/b712f59c18cf3b2da26fd64312756ef7.html
Endometrial cancer risks and prevention 

http://www.aicr.org/cancer-research-update/september_11_2013/cru_endometrial_cancer_risks.html (study findings)

http://www.aicr.org/cancer-research-update/september_11_2013/cru_cup_report_findings_see_share.html (prevention infographic and fact sheet for patients)

Improving the quality of cancer care – report from the Institute of Medicine

http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2013/Delivering-High-Quality-Cancer-Care-Charting-a-New-Course-for-a-System-in-Crisis.aspx
What can be learned from the genome of miracle responders?

http://www.nbcnews.com/health/looking-lessons-cancers-miracle-responders-8C11167655
Obesity and chemo doses

http://www.ctvnews.ca/health/health-headlines/obese-cancer-patients-often-shorted-on-chemo-hurting-survival-1.1461408
Late morbidities in young adult cancer survivors

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ijc.28385/abstract;jsessionid=67AF3DA867BBD9A3D8FFE230F3FCB509.d01t02
SLN biopsy for gastric cancers

http://jco.ascopubs.org/content/early/2013/09/09/JCO.2013.50.3789
For Fun:

Blast cancer cells at home with this free computer game app: Re-Mission 2: Nanobots Revenge 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/columnist/saltzman/2013/09/19/re-mission-cancer-therapy-app/2838945/
or play 6 games on their website:

http://www.re-mission2.org/
It was developed with input from oncologists to engage young cancer patients.  There is some evidence that playing it has led to more consistent treatment adherence, faster rate of increase in cancer knowledge, and faster rate of increase in self-efficacy in young cancer patients.

I’m hoping to see many of you at the MoSTRA annual meeting in Springfield next week!  Safe travels to all.

Nancy H. Rold, CTR

QA Unit Supervisor

Missouri Cancer Registry and Research Center
